
please note: before beginning your project, check for any pattern updates at MichaeLMiLLerfabrics.coM’s free projects section. 

ON THE WAVES
SIZE: 50” X 68”• LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE • PATTERN BY: MARSHA EVANS MOORE •  FABRIC COLLECTION: MAKE A SPLASH

this is a digital representation of the quilt top, fabric may vary.
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FABRIC A
DC9360_Blue

1/2 yard

FABRIC B
DC9361_Aqua

1/4 yard

FABRIC C
DC9362_Aqua

3/8 yard

FABRIC D
DC9362_Turquoise

5/8 yard

FABRIC E
DC9362_Melon

3/8 yard

FABRIC F
DC9362_Coral

3/4 yard*

FABRIC G
DC9363_Aqua

1/4 yard

FABRIC H
DC9364_ Blue

1/4yard

FABRIC I
DC9366_Turquoise

1-1/4 yards

FABRIC J
DC9367_Aqua

1/4 yard

FABRIC K
DC9368_Cream

5/8 yard

FABRIC M
SC5333_Softwhite

1/4 yard

FABRIC N
SC5333_Nickel

1/8 yard

* includes binding

FABRIC L
DC9370_Blue

3/8 yard



ON THE WAVES

2

www.michaelmillerfabrics.com

KEY CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS

A (2) 7-1/2” x 42” strips.

B (1) 2” x 42” strip.
(5) water 1 templates and (5) water 1 templates reversed.

C

(1) 2” x 42” strip.
(1) wave appliqué.
(5) sky 1 templates.
(5) sky 2 templates.
(2) 1” x WOF strips; subcut (10) 1” x 4-1/2” strips and (5) 1” x 5” strips.

D

(2) 2” x 42” strips. 
(2) wave appliqués.
(3) 1-1/2” x WOF strips; subcut (10) 1-1/2” x 3-1/2” rectangles, (10) 1-1/2” squares. 
(5) water 2 templates and (5) water 2 reversed templates.
(2) 2-3/8” x WOF strips; subcut (3) 2-3/8” squares and (5) 1-5/8” squares; cut squares in 
half diagonally and (10) 1-3/8” x 2-1/2” rectangles.

E
(2) wave appliqués.
(3) boat templates.
(1) 2-1/2” x 42” strip: subcut (5) 2-1/2” x 1-1/2” rectangles, (5) fish fin templates, (5) fish 
fin templates reversed, (5) fish tail templates and (5) fish tail templates reversed.

F
 for binding: (6) 2-1/4” x WOF strips; trim ends diagonally; sew ends together.
(2) wave appliqué pieces.
(2) 2-1/2” x 42” strips; subcut (2) boat templates and (3) fish body templates.
(4) 1-1/2” squares.

G (1) 5” x 42” strip.

H (1) 5” x 42” strip.

I (1) 12-1/2” x 42” strip, centered over border design.

J (1) 7-1/2” x 42” strip.

K for border 2: (6) 3-1/2” x WOF strips; sew ends together. Subcut (2) 3-1/2” x 62-1/2” 
borders and (2) 3-1/2” x 50” borders.

Follow instructions on page 3 to make the pattern for wave appliqué. Cut the wave 
pattern from fabric indicated below.
WOF = width of fabric.

Cutting continued on page 3.

= cut in half diagonally once
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KEY CUTTING INSTRUCTIONS

L
for border 1: (5) 1-1/2” x WOF strips; sew ends together; subcut (2) 1-1/2” x 60-1/2” 
borders and (2) 1-1/2” x 42” borders.
(5) sail 1 templates.
(2) fish body templates.

M (5) sail 2 templates.

N (1) 3/4” x 42” strip; subcut (5) 3/4” x 6-1/2” strips.

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 
3-1/4 yards backing fabric
Thread to match fabrics
Sewing machine
Rotary cutter, ruler and mat
Basic sewing supplies
Black embroidery floss or thread for fish eyes
Optional: paper backed fusible webbing for raw edge appliqué
Optional: paper or freezer paper for turned edge appliqué

WAVE APPLIQUÉ PATTERN
Make 4 copies of the wave template on page 9. Cut out the patterns. Cut along the end 
seamline to trim both side seam allowances from one pattern piece. Cut the left seam 
allowance from another piece.
Line up the pieces as shown below. Overlap the patterns matching the side seamlines; 
glue or tape patterns together. If using a raw edge appliqué method, trim seam allow-
ance from top and bottom edges.

For raw edge appliqué

For turned edge appliqué
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SAILBOAT BLOCKS
1. Sew (1) fabric L Sail 1 template to (1) fabric C Sky 1 template to make a rectangle. 

2. Sew (1) 1” fabric C 1” x 4-1/2” rectangle to top and bottom of rectangle to make 
sail unit 1. Make 1.

3. Sew (1) fabric M Sail 2 template to (1) fabric C Sky 2 template to make a rectangle.

4. Sew (1) fabric C 1” x 5” rectangle to bottom of rectangle to make sail unit 2. Make 1.

5. Sew sail units 1 and 2 to sides of (1) fabric N 3/4” x 6-1/2” strip. Make 5.

6. Sew (1) fabric B water template 1 to left end of (1) fabric F boat template. Sew (1) 
reversed B water template to other end to make boat unit. Make 3. Repeat with (1) fabric E 
boat. Make 2.

Step 1

Step 6

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Make 5 Make 5 Make 5

Step 7

Make 3

Make 3

Make 2

8. Sew the blocks together alternating the colors of the boats and using a slightly wider than 
1/4” seam allowance so row measures 8-1/2” x 42” including seam allowance. Sew (1) 
fabric C 2” x 42” strip to top of boat row. Sew (1) fabric B 2” x 42” strip to bottom of boat 
row. 

Make 1

Make 2

7. Sew sail units to boat units. Block 
measures 8-1/2” x 9” including seam 
allowance. Make 5.



ON THE WAVES

5

www.michaelmillerfabrics.com

10. Place (1) fabric D 1-1/2” square right side down on one end of (1) 
fabric E 1-1/2” x 2-1/2” rectangle. Sew along the drawn line. Trim the 
stitching to 1/4” as indicated by the solid line. Press the D piece open.

11. Sew (1) fabric D 1-1/2” square to the other end of the E rectangle, 
trim and press in the same manner to make the fish face unit. Unit 
should measure 1-1/2” x 2-1/2” including seam allowance. Make 5.

12. Sew (1) fabric D 1-5/8” triangle to (1) E fish tail template. Sew (1) 
fabric D 1-5/8” triangle to (1) reversed fish tail template. Sew (1) 
fabric D 2-3/8” triangle to the reversed unit. Make 5 each.

15. Sew (1) fabric D water template 2 to (1) fabric E fin template. Sew (1) fabric D 1-1/2” x 
3-1/2” rectangle to end of fin to complete fin unit. Repeat using (1) fabric D reversed water 
template 2 and (1) fabric E reversed fin template. Make 5 each.

16. Sew fin units to top and bottom of fish body units. Embroider fish’s eye using black thread 
or embroidery floss. Fish unit should measure 4-1/2” x 9”. Make 5 total.

13. Sew the DE unit to pointed end of (1) fabric F fish body. Sew reversed tail unit to fish and 
tail unit. Sew (1) fish face unit to end of (1) fabric F fish body. Make 3. Repeat with (1) fabric L 
fish body. Make 2.

14. Sew (1) fabric D 1-3/8” x 2-1/2” rectangles to ends of fish.

Make 10

Make 5

Make 5

Make 3

Make 3

Make 2 Make 2

Make 5 each

Make 5

Make 3 Make 2

Make 1

17. Sew the blocks together alternating the colors of the fish and using a slightly wider than 
1/4” seam allowance so row measures 4-1/2” x 42” including seam allowance. Sew 
(1) fabric D 2” x 42” strip to top and bottom of the fish row. 

Step 13

Step 14

Step 16
Step 15

FISH BLOCKS
9. Draw a diagonal line on the wrong side of (10) fabric D 1-1/2” squares. 
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QUILT ASSEMBLY
18. Sew (1) fabric A 7-1/2” x 42” strip to top and bottom of (1) fabric I I2-1/2” x 42” strip. 

19. Using your favorite appliqué method, sew (1) fabric C wave centered over upper 
seamline. Appliqué (1) fabric D wave centered over lower seamline. 

20. Following the Quilt Layout on page 8, sew the boat row to the top of the upper fabric A 
strip. Appliqué (1) fabric F wave centered over the seamline.

21. Sew (1) fabric G 5” x 42” strip to top of the boat row. Appliqué (1) fabric E wave 
centered over the seamline.

22. Sew the fish row to the bottom of the lower fabric A strip. Appliqué (1) fabric E wave 
centered over seamline.

23. Sew (1) fabric J 7-1/2” x 42” strip to the bottom of the fish row. Appliqué (1) fabric F wave 
centered over seamline.

Make 1
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24. Sew (1) fabric H 5” x 42” strip to the bottom of the fish row. Appliqué (1) fabric D wave 
centered over seamline.

BORDERS

25. Sew (1) fabric L 1-1/2” x 60-1/2” border to sides of quilt. Sew (2) fabric F 1-1/2” squares to 
ends of (2) fabric L 1-1/2” x 42” borders. Sew to top and bottom of quilt.

26. Sew (1) fabric K (3-1/2” x 62-1/2” border to sides of quilt. Sew (1) fabric K 3-1/2” x 50” to 
top and bottom of quilt.

ON THE WAVES TEMPLATES

Sky 2

Sail 2
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QUILT LAYOUT

FINISHING: Layer quilt top, batting and backing together to form quilt sand-
wich. Baste and quilt as desired. Bind using six fabric F 2-1/4” strips. 
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ON THE WAVES TEMPLATES
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ON THE WAVES TEMPLATES
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